42      THE MASTER OF THE HILL

and conduct A great source of pleasure to us
was his music, his hands fell with such natu-
ral harmony on the piano, and he had a
charming collection of songs to which his
glorious voice did full justice.

" With the heart of the boy and the soul of
the man he passed on his way, full of life and
vivifying the lives of all around him.

" When the time came for him to assume
the new duties of The Hill School, it found
him with a mind well prepared, young as he
was, and he entered upon his new work, full
of courage and determination. I shall not
forget his leave taking". In one sense it was
the departure from the sunny, care-free side of
life, and as he turned away his heart was too
full to speak the farewell words.

" Many delightful visits followed, generally
announced by characteristic telegrams. ' Will
be with you for evening devotions/ and such
like. It was our custom to adjourn to the
dining-room for refreshments before dispers-
ing for the night, and talk, grave and gay,
went round the table. My husband humor-
ously called the various helpings, "rectifying
the frontier/ % In winter time, mince pie was
the favorite piece de resistance, and one night,
during these week-end visits, mince pie was
requisitioned. Alas! the cupboard was bare
of the favorite dish. * What!' was the ex-
clamation of incredulous amazement, 'no
naince pie!* A hasty consultation ensued.
The servants had retired, the range was out
of commission for, the night, but nothing
daunted, the ingredients were, quickly col-                      hoggs in Corne doing Spoile."
